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of the Society were not the three with which we are
n.ow familiar, but a much more elaborate and cum-
bersome series of seven rules ; on reading these
through, however, one can trace .the purpose,
partially expressed, which Madame Blavatsky had
in view, of bringing again to the world some of the
Eastern Wisdom, and as the years passed, the
unnecessary and unsuitable objects fell away, until
we find the three clearly defined " objects " of the
Theosophical Society.

The progress of the new Society was very slow at
first, indeed after a year's work, there survived only
a good organisation, a few somewhat indolent mem-
bers, a certain notoriety and two friends, the
Russian and the American who were in deadly
earnest; who never for a moment doubted the
existence of their Masters, the excellence of their
mission, or its final success. The difficulties before
them were enormous, but the following description
of a visit paid by one of the Masters to Colonel
Olcott may serve to show, on the other hand, the
gracious encouragement given to the two comrades.
One night Colonel Olcotfc was seated alone in his
room quietly reading, when (< all at once . . .
there came a gleam of something white in the right-
hand corner of my right eye; I turned my head,
dropped my book in astonishment and saw, tower-
ing above me in his great stature, an Oriental, clad
in white garments, and wearing a head-cloth or
turban of amber-striped fabric . . . Long raven
hair hung from under his turban to the shoulders ;

. . . he was so grand a man, so imbued with the
majesty of moral strength, so luminousiy spiritual,
so evidently above the average humanity, that I
felt abashed in his presence, and bowed my head
and bent on my knee as one does before a god or a
god-like personage. A hand was lightly placed on
my head, a sweet though strong voice bade me be